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December 1, 2009

Dear St. Joseph School Parents:

We are communicating with you regarding a very serious matter that has come to our attention,
We have received numerous reports from concerned parents regarding the inappropriate use of
FaceBook (or other social networking sites) by some of our students. These reports include
inappropriate pictures, inappropriate language, bullying, harassment, and in some cases, sexual
innuendos.

Parents and students are primarily and legally responsible for the appropriate and ethical use of
technology in the home. However St. Joseph School reserves the right to impose consequences
(Parent Student Handbook, pp. 17-18) for inappropriate behavior that takes place off-campus and
outside school hours when that behavior involves our students and therefore affects the learning
environment of the school (Handbook, pp. 18). To further clarify the school’s policy we have
amended the Handbook, effective immediately (see enclosure).

Please partner with us to safeguard all our students. The following are specific things that you
can do to make this happen:

»  Place your computer in a public area of your home where you can see what your -
student is doing.

« Limit computer use to only times when you are available to monitor that use.

o  Check the history of your computer frequently.

+ If your student has a Facebook account (legal age for an account is 13), insist that
you be on their “Friend” list. You want to know what they are saying but also
what other friends are saying to them.

«  Warn them of the dangers of posting personal information.

+ Please review the school’s policy with your student.

While St. Joseph School staff will not be monitoring social network sites on a regular basis, the
staff reserves the right to access and hold students accountable for information found on their site
that is not in keeping with our school mission.

Our goal is the safety and well-being of all students and employees of the school. We appreciate
your support in achieving this goal.
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